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DULU KINI :
AN INTRODUCTION

Curate presents DULU KINI: Modern and Contemporary Indonesian Ar t,  a br ief sur vey on the deve lopment 
of ar t in Indonesia. Held at Curate f rom 1 unt i l  19 October, the se l l ing exhib i t ion features 31 ar tworks by 24 
Indonesian modern masters and contemporar y ar t ists inc luding a rare 5 volume book i l lustrat ing the col lect ion 
of Pres ident Soekarno compi led by Lee Man Fong, a ims to showcase the ar t ist ic qual i t ies embedded in the 
spir i t  of a nat ion r ich in cul tura l and pol i t ica l h istor y that have large ly contr ibuted to Indonesia’s diverse 
cul tura l expressions. 

The se lect ion of ar t ists and ar tworks for  Dulu K in i (Past Present) encapsulates a journey of a broad t imel ine 
in Indonesian ar t. Categor ised by themes, the col lect ion is assembled through an array of sty les and medium. 
Much of the inf luence that shaped modern Indonesian ar t is wide ly at tr ibuted to the topographers and 
car tographers of the Dutch East Indies that came into conquest in 1800. Most of these draf tsmen not only 
recorded the archipe lago’s ter ra in, but a lso depicted the l ives of var ious ethnic groups through the i r drawings 
in penci l,  watercolour, ink, o i l  paste ls or o i l  pa int on paper and canvas. Among the ar t ists showcased here who 
i l lustrate the grandeur of nature are Lucien Fr i ts Ohl (1904-1976); Sudjono Abdul lah (1911-1991); Koempoel 
Sujatno (1912-1987); R. Hadi (1958) and I Gust i Agung Wiranata (1970).

F igurat ive and por tra i ture is a lso one of the recurr ing themes in Indonesian paint ings. In th is show, ar t ists who 
capture f igurat ive images and incorporate dai ly l ive l ihood into the i r works are Auke Corne l is Sonnega (1910-
1963); Lee Man Fong (1913-1988); Sudarso (1914-2006); Basoek i Abdul lah (1915-1993); Dul lah (1919-1996); 
Popo Iskandar (1927-2000); D j o ko  Pe k i k  (1938 );  Nyo ma n G una r s a  (1944);  A r i f i e n  N e i f  (1955 );  D e d e  E r i 
Sup r i a  (1956 )  a nd  I da  Bagus  Pu tu  Pu r wa  (1976). 

Unconventional methods of expressions such as conceptual and abstract are ev ident in the works of o ld 
master Sudjana Ker ton (1922-1994) whose 1960 piece f i t  per fect ly wel l  a longside the works of contemporar y 
ar t ists FX Harsono (1949); Ugo Untoro (1970); Yunizar (1971); Er ica Hestu Wahyuni (1971); Putu Sutawi jaya 
(1971); D ipo Andy (1975); and Eko Nugroho (1977). 

A palpable dist inct ion in th is col lect ion may perhaps be the dispar i t y in conceptions and sty les between 
works created by modern masters and the ones by contemporar y luminar ies. But the intr iguing para l le ls of 
the ant ipode lay in the s i lent not ion of patr iot ism through the discovery and observat ion of one’s se l f at var ied 
per iods of t ime for instance drawing s imi lar i t ies between Sudarso’s Gerobak Sapi (Ox Car t) and Djoko Pek ik’s 
Buruh  (Labour / Labourer) wi th Dede Er i Supr ia’s rendi t ion of present day labourers of grass cut ter and 
construct ion worker in  Take A Rest  and FX Harsono’s Taste of Pain  f rom his seminal Ti t ik Nyer i  (Point of Pain) 
ser ies which subtly i l lustrate socia l commentar ies on socio-pol i t ica l condi t ions of Indonesia. 

Themes of hardship and advers i t y cont inue to appear in Indonesian ar t though in today’s contex t, they may 
be expressed in a quiet ly d iscomfor t ing and cut t ing edge manner as compared with the romantic stance of 
the past prevalent in the charming landscape i l lustrat ions of Lucien Fr i ts Ohl, Sudjono Abdul lah and Koempoel 
Sujatno; and presently I  Gust i Agung Wiranata.

Contemporar y ar t ists in Indonesia persevere in seek ing inspirat ions f rom the ir cul tura l mi l ieu and socia l 
landscape just as the i r predecessors have. Though shi f ts in medium and sty le have rapid ly sur faced in the 
rea lm of contemporar y ar t as a resul t of technologica l advances, subject mat ters remain intact. The execution 
of thoughts between the past and present appear to dwel l  on the concept of universa l i t y and t imelessness 
ev ident in Sudjana Ker ton’s cubism-inspired my thologica l creature, Eko Nugroho’s The Magic ian  and Ugo 
Untoro’s depict ion of the ancient Egyptian jackal-headed god cal led Anubis.  The same can be seen in Auke 
Corne l is Sonnega’s Activ i t ies a long the R iver  and Er ica Hestu Wahyuni’s na ive i l lustrat ions of the dai ly l i fe. 

The cul tura l re levance in the works of o ld masters st i l l  pers ists in today’s env i ronment, perceptib le in R. Hadi’s 
landscape piece t i t led Panen  (Har vest) and the women i l lustrated by Lee Man Fong, Basoek i Abdul lah, Dul lah 
and Nyoman Gunarsa. Though an incomplete sur vey in terms of medium, contemporar y ar t ists featured here 
namely Putu Sutawi jaya and Ugo Untoro a lso exper iment in sculptures and Eko Nugroho with mura ls and 
insta l lat ions. 

Through th is eclect ic ensemble, v iewers are able to catch a g l impse of the sty l ist ic h istor y of Indonesian 
ar t and at the same t ime acquire par t of the archipe lago’s h istor y. As Indonesian ar t progresses to achieve 
internat ional recogni t ion, th is exhib i t ion a lso a ims to encourage cross-cul tura l ar t col lect ing local ly.  

Sarah Abu Bakar
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Chinese Junks
undated
oil on board
78 x 117cm

LUCIEN FRITS OHL
b. 1904 - d. 1976
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Memandikan Kerbau
undated
oil on canvas
88 x 141cm

KOEMPOEL SUJATNO
b. 1912 - d. 1987

Indonesian Street Scene
undated
oil on board
36 x 58cm

KOEMPOEL SUJATNO
b. 1912 - d. 1987
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Bal inese Scene
1999
acryl ic on canvas
60cm x 100cm

I GUSTI AGUNG WIRANATA
b. 1970
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Market Scene
undated
oil on canvas
99 x 148cm

SUDJONO ABDULLAH
b. 1911 - 1991

Pasar
undated
oil on canvas
99 x 144cm

SUDJONO ABDULLAH
b. 1911 - 1991
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Panen
undated
oil on canvas
70 x 119cm

R. HADI
b. 1958 

Farmers
undated
oil on board
23 x 48cm

LUCIEN FRITS OHL
b. 1904 - d. 1976
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Bal i L i fe, Ubud
1995
gouache on paper
53 x 91cm

I GUSTI AGUNG WIRANATA
b. 1970
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Gerobok Sapi
1979
oil on canvas
69 x 99cm

SUDARSO
b. 1914 - 2006

Landscape 
undated
oil on canvas
79 x 159cm

SUDJONO ABDULLAH
b. 1911 - 1991
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Activ i t ies Along The River
1956
mixed media on paper
32 x 19cm

AUKE CORNELIS SONNEGA
b. 1910 - d. 1963

Seated Lady
undated
watercolour on paper
53 x 35cm

LEE MAN FONG
b. 1913 - d. 1988
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Gadis
undated
oil on canvas
60 x 46cm

BASOEKI ABDULLAH
b. 1915 - d. 1993

Nenek
undated
oil on canvas
38 x 50cm

DULLAH
b. 1919 - d. 1996
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Fish And Cat
1960
oil on canvas
66 x 31cm

SUDJANA KERTON
b. 1922 - d. 1994

I l lustrated on f ront cover 
of pamphlet publ ished by 
Sanggar Luhur
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Buruh
1998
oil on canvas
31 x 44cm

DJOKO PEKIK
b. 1938

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist

Cat
1973
oil on canvas
44 x 72cm

POPO ISKANDAR
b. 1927 - d. 2000

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom GSPI
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Two Leopards
1997
oil on canvas
120 x 120cm

POPO ISKANDAR
b. 1927 - d. 2000

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom GSPI

I l lustrated on 
Rupakata pg441
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Mother And Chi ld
undated
oil on canvas
95 x 95cm

Two Bal inese Dancers
undated
oil on canvas
70 x 70cm

NYOMAN GUNARSA NYOMAN GUNARSA
b. 1944 b. 1944

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist
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Happy Family
2007
acryl ic on canvas
80 x 90cm

ARIFIEN NEIF
b. 1955

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist
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Taste Of Pain (T ik tik Nyer i Ser ies)
2008
acryl ic on canvas
160 x 160cm

FX HARSONO
b. 1949
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Welcome Drink
2008
mixed media digital print 
on canvas (edition 3/5)
179 x 300cm each

FX HARSONO
b. 1949
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Sepasang Burung Di Atas Kepala
2005
oil on canvas
49 x 39cm

YUNIZAR
b. 1971

Anubis
2003
Watercolour on paper
33 x 28cm

UGO UNTORO
b. 1970

I l lustrated on f ront cover 
of book t i t led ‘Dalam 
Rahim Ibuku Tak Ada 
Anj ing’ publ ished by 
Bentang Budaya
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The Magician
2007
acryl ic on canvas
200 x 150cm

EKO NUGROHO
b. 1977
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Semedi
2005
oil on canvas
110 x 80cm

PUTU SUTAWIJAYA
b. 1971

Matahar i Terkadang Hadir 
1998
mixed media on canvas
140 x 90cm

PUTU SUTAWIJAYA
b. 1971
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Take A Rest
2006 - 2014
oil on canvas
120 x 100cm

DEDE ERI SUPRIA
b. 1956

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist
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Jaranan
2014
oil on canvas
150 x 200cm

IDA BAGUS PUTU PURWA
b. 1976

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist

East And West
2004 - 2005
mixed media on canvas
111 X 111cm

DIPO ANDY
b. 1975
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Prosper ity Vacation
2013
acryl ic on canvas
150 X 200cm

ERICA HESTU WAHYUNI
b. 1971

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist
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De Regenboo In Hol land
2013
acryl ic on canvas
80 X 110cm

Super Heroes Supper Galactica
2014
acryl ic on canvas
80 X 110cm

ERICA HESTU WAHYUNI ERICA HESTU WAHYUNI
b. 1971 b. 1971

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist
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Vacation In Prosper ity
2014
acryl ic on canvas
80 X 110cm

Glory Of Toy
2014
acryl ic on canvas
80 X 110cm

ERICA HESTU WAHYUNI ERICA HESTU WAHYUNI
b. 1971 b. 1971

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist
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Ibu Dan Anak
2001
oil on canvas
100 x 80cm

UGO UNTORO
b. 1970

Accompanied with 
cer t i f icate f rom ar t ist

PAINTINGS AND STATUES 
FROM THE COLLECTION OF
PRESIDENT SOEKARNO OF
THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA

Volume I - V
Compiled by Lee Man Fong
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